Rotifers
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Facts About Rotifers:

1. Rotifer means “wheel bearer”.

2. They live in moist sands along the shore, as well as, freshwater.

3. They belong to the Phylum Rotifera.

4. They can change the shape and size of their bodies by “telescoping” them in and out.

5. They are both sessile and motile (cilia).

6. They are predators and create currents by beating their cilia to suck in food.

7. They have a one-way digestive tract.

8. Digestion takes place in the stomach or the intestines.

9. Wastes are eliminated through the anus.

10. They can be male or female, fertilization takes place externally in the water after eggs and sperm are secreted.

11. They can also reproduce asexually by a process called Parthenogenesis- a complete egg is produced w/o fertilization and it has a complete set of chromosomes.

